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coming attack and Mr. Asquith was particularly impressed
with the tremendous spirit of confidence that was obvious
throughout the entire army, both officers and men. Douglas
was again very much struck by Mr* Asquith's power of
understanding and by his all-round knowledge. He told
me that he considered the old man by far and away the
cleverest of all the politicians that came to visit him and
that he was always pleased to see him.

Douglas learned that there was a scheme afoot to form
an Allied General Staff in Paris., so that the French would
be able to control all the operations on the western front
in spite of the fact that the French army was no longer able
to maintain an active offensive of any size, Douglas was
quite sure that such an arrangement would be quite unwork-
able and would almost certainly spell disaster for the British
army in France* Both he and Sir William Robertson were
strongly opposed to the scheme.

For some weeks prior to the attack Douglas, as was his
custom, visited all the corps and divisional headquarters
and satisfied himself that every detail had been arranged
and all preparations carefully carried out. He felt thoroughly
satisfied with the training of the troops and was again very
pleased to find such a splendid feeling of confidence of
success wherever he went

The attack began on the 2oth of September in the early
morning and extended from Langeniarcke on the left to
Hollebeke on the right, a distance of about eight miles.
Although the weather was far from favourable, the attack
met with complete success at all points. Practically all the
objectives were reached and at some places even passed.
The whole of the high ground east and south-east of Ypres,
including the ridge by the side of the Menin Road, which
had held up the previous advance, was captured and our
troops penetrated to a depth of about a mile. Further
progress was made on the following day, and many counter-
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